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the war. When the French gave in, and when our small forces there,
a few battalions, a few guns, were attacked by all the Italian troops,
nearly two divisions, which had formerly faced the French at Jibuti,
it was right to withdraw our detachments, virtually intact, for action
elsewhere. Far larger operations no doubt impend in the Middle
East theatre, and I shall certainly not attempt to discuss or prophesy
about their probable course. We have large armies and many
means of reinforcing them. We have the complete sea command
of the Eastern Mediterranean. We intend to do our best to give
a good account of ourselves, and to discharge faithfully and resolutely
all our obligations and duties in that quarter of the world. More
than that I do not think the House would wish me to say at the
present time.
A good many people have written to me to ask me to make on
this occasion a fuller statement of our war aims, and of the kind
of peace we wish to make after the war, than is contained in the
very considerable declaration which was made early in the Autumn.
Since then we have made common cause with Norway, Holland and
Belgium. We have recognised the Czech Government of Dr. Benes,
and we have told General de Gaulle that our success will carry
with it the restoration of France. I do not think it would be wise
at this moment, while the battle rages and the war is still perhaps
only in its earlier stage, to embark upon elaborate speculations
about the future shape which should be given to Europe or the
new securities which must be arranged to spare mankind the
miseries of a third World War. The ground is not new, it has been
frequently traversed and explored, and many ideas are held about
it in common by all good men, and all free men. But before we
can undertake the task of rebuilding we have not only to be con-
vinced ourselves, but we have to convince all other countries that
the Nazi tyranny is going to be finally broken. The right to guide
the course of world history is the noblest prize of victory. We are
still toiling up the hill; we have not yet reached the crest-line of
it; we cannot survey the landscape or even imagine what its con-
dition will be when that longed-for morning comes. The task which
lies before us immediately is at once more practical, more simple and
more stern. I hope—indeed I pray—that we shall not be found
unworthy of our victory if after toil and tribulation it is granted
to us. For the rest, we have to gain the victory. That is our task.
There is, however, one direction in which we can see a little
more clearly ahead. We have to think not only for ourselves but
for the lasting security of the cause and principles for which we are
fighting and of the long future of the British Commonwealth of
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